
CATS - TO '.B~ OR 1WT TO BE 

by 

ulu.bs. "'il1.Jl'6 1.s no \'lJJd birtl or .:;i.r.d llt.:.1 in tha Jr:.i too. States 

whose <.lestruo1;iv·e inroad.a on our bird 1>opula1:1ion is in arJ.7 

sense comparable to the widespread J.ovaotv:tior .. c~coate ..... oy the 

U.omef.tio oat. Tbia cr,~:itv.ro oapturee vvild bir1la at c.i.li Stktaons 

of the yt1dr . b·.rt is partiau.J.ti.:ly t:ifJtive in aatoh.iilB young quail . 

;;u:id bi9f'ore they he.ve gtd.nad sufficient strength of wing to es-

oape, :' ea11 one o:f the h.untara .. 

the ti.Cbtlr..1.g eaaso.a. Just :ca.r:hJ!.ber thJ.·~ he olJ.·~n~1co rnice S.nd 

rats, whioh ere u i1uiua.uee tmo tl.(H::LrucUvo u.oout my norr.e,'' 

replied the oat lover, who olaims to be e oonst:JrVi;i.tiunist. 

"I think 1 t is a.a nHtu::-::i.1 f<.>r a common cut to wan't 



to ki.11 a bird ss it is for a ohJ.ld to want aand1, n argue_. 

the huntar. non$ m1y to· aava tha ll:re o:r a bird ia to tie a 

bell on 1:.ha throat ot your oat when it is 'fJtH''u11 tted to roam 

rows and. other eon.g 'b1rcla, aro o:f. r.ni\l vaJu-i .... 1>0.1t 'f;he homo 



""nt°!"'"l]", ... A_'l".bJ."' ... • 1J~ ....... ~~""- ·" r,•:t-. ·"" ........ n 1 t ~""''ll C.,.. • ..,, ...• ~ ,,..,..~.rn ... _ ~J • t•~ •• \.i ~ ·::> J • "" , <.:t.1.~. , ~"CJ , .I. / ... - , . ~.I.,\ ri,.__..u.&. • 

11 ons th~~.t a.r& b~in~ hur .. tad. r .t.d traj!· >a .... bao .... u~o 'they kill g.·rno 

natural.ista, the aue:::>tion often t.risaa as to VM.~thor tr.0sa 

rma shouJ a b-9 'ki!.led. 

I·~ ir; o:.t~n reportoci ·cha:t d. mou.nta:i.n lio~1 kill£ ru .. 

most well known neturulists in the Fqst atnt~~ thRt e ma.turn 

'bll.t im o:.a. a - ~: thn.t ·~·mn.d.~rs of:f lr.d .. o the !i:3lde .f1n.d wood.s is 

!t i~ c;nitn true, howov~r, thr.:.t some c~ta do not k111 

p:isoii:ee U.o n.ot klll mors thun ui rtVArf ge o:f t.a.n birdn a y~ar. 

The late Mr. 1'd-..vard H. Forbush, ~::..o \Ht~ tL.~n Sta:"co Orni tholo-

gist :ror Kassa.ohusetts, olaimod that i:i.: this is tha oa.se , the 

fu.rm oats of that st te would be killing about t/00 , 000 bird.a 

annually. Ha said there was also an enormous nnmbor of vill .• ge 
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Gllld ci t~1 cu ta, man~· of 1;;hioh hl.i.d good OJTOrtunl tioR :for catch-

ing birds, ao thora wa.a s.lv:a.ys u. muoh g1'oate1· mor .. u~11 ty of eong 

~ncl gamo birile ()Vory ;,•aor. It V\CH1ld ba hard to e&tlnute tho 

def:tr11ction of' bird life in .mu.uy oth~r stc.te.J t..r1u · lso through-

oo.t th~ ~holo n~ti0n. 

While n. _n~' ;?eopli:) thin1 tb.n.t oats should ba shot, 

others olaim that this would. ·be an e.xtreme tr.atd.rnen.t , . ' 
.ull.Oit 

of the .No.tJ.onn..1 Assoo1~t1on ot Audtl'bon Societies, claimed that 

it iH ldle i'or th~ lovil}rfl of cmtn to co:nton1l t;hat it itJ only 

the h~1lf wild illld u.'1~sd animr-ls which indulge in bird 1dlling. 
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